Conqress of the United States
Washington, DL 20515

June 16, 2000

The Honorable Jack Lew, Director
Office of Management and Budget
Old Executive Office Building
Washington, DC 20503

Dear Mr. Lew:

We understand that as part of the regulatory process, the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) will review the cost estimate provided by the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) with regard to its proposed ergonomics regulation. We are writing to
express our concern over the current cost estimate of this proposed standard.

When OSHA released its initial estimate in February 1999, it projected a total cost of about $1.75
billion for all businesses affected. OSHA then increased its estimate to $4.2 billion when the
proposed rule was released in November 1999. This would be the most expensive regulation
ever proposed by OSHA. In fact, the Small Business Administration’s Office of Advocacy’s
review of OSHA's estimate found the projections between two and fifteen times below the actual
cost. Studies commissioned by non-government authorities estimate the cost to be dramatically
higher. The Food Distributors International estimates the cost to its members alone to be as
much as $22 billion, and the American Trucking Association estimates the annual cost to its
industry to be $6.5 billion. Cost of compliance to members of the American Health Care
Association will reach $5.6 to $6.5 billion. The Beer Institute estimates the cost to the beer
wholesaling industry to be over $880 million. Additionally, the Employment Policy Foundation
estimates the cost to the economy as a whole to be nearly $80 billion.

Before OMB approves this rule, we respectfully request that the Office of Information and
Regulatory Affairs (OIRA) closely examine OSHA’s cost estimate for this regulation. Thank
you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

il ALl

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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Senate cosigners on letter to Mr. Jack Lew, Director of the OMB:

Christopher S. “Kit” Bond
Spencer Abraham
Wayne Allard

John Ashcroft

Robert Bennett

Sam Brownback
James Bunning
Conrad Burns

Ben Nighthorse Campbelt
Thad Cochran

Susan M. Collins
Paul D. Coverdell
Michael D. Crapo
Michael B. Enzi
Slade Gorton

Phil Gramm

Rod Grams

Charles E. Grassley
Judd Gregg

Chuck Hagel

Jesse Helms

Emest F. Hollings
Tim Hutchinson

Kay Bailey Hutchison

James M. Inhofe
Jim M. Jeffords
Herbert H. Kohl
Jon L. Kyl

Patrick J. Leahy
Blanche I.. Linceln
Trent Lott

Richard G. Lugar
Connie Mack

John Mc¢Cain
Mitch McConnell
Frank H. Murkowski
Pat Roberts

Jeff Sessions
Richard C. Shelby
Gordon Smith
Robert C. Smith
Olympia J. Snowe
Ted Stevens

Craig Thomas

Fred Thompson
Strom Thurmond
George V. Voinovich
John W. Warner



House cosigners on letter to Mr. Jack Lew, Director of the OMB:

Henry Bonilla
Donald Manzullo
Kay Granger
Todd Tiahrt
(1l Gutknecht
Walter Jones
John Peterson
Greg Walden
“Paul Gillmor
Steve Kuykendall
Scott Mcinnis
Charlie Norwood

Bill Archer
Charlie Stenholm
Don Sherwood
Barbara Cubin
Helen Chenoweth-Hage
Zack Wamp

Dave Hobson
Ruben Hinojosa
Gary Miller
Steven LaTourette
Doc Hastings

Porter Goss
Mark Foley
Adam Smith

Jo Ann Emerson
Jim Gibbons
Bob Schaffer
Charles Bass
Tom Davis

Sue Myrick

Rob Portman
Rod Blagojevich

Lindsey Graham
Mike Simpson
Wes Watkins
George Nethercutt
John Hostettler
David McIntosh
Larry Combest
John Thune

Ed Royce

Merrill Cook

Frank Lucas
Jennifer Dunn
Steve Largent
Chip Pickering
Jim Ryun
Deborah Pryce
Earl Blumenauer
Vito Fossella
Joseph Pitts
Matt Salmon
Dick Armey

Bob Barr

Mark Green
Christopher Shays
Tom Tancredo
John Doolittle
Hal Rogers
Ernest Istook
Sam Johnson
Saxby Chambliss
Bob Ney

Asa Hutchinson

Mark Souder
Van Hilleary
Mac Thornberry
Ron Paul
Jim Turner
Max Sandlin
Ron Lewis
Steve Buyer
Ed Whitfield
Frank Wolf
Tom Latham

Bennie Thompson
Phil English

Tim Holden
Kevin Brady
Virgil Goode
Jack Kingston
J.D. Hayworth
John Boehner
Pete Hoekstra
Sanford Bishop



Cont’d: House cosigners on letter to Mr. Jack Lew

Bill McCollum

Ralph Hall

Joel Hefley

Jim Kolbe .
. Peter Visclosky

Ron Packard

Lane Evans

Tom Ewing

Jerry Costello

Jim Greenwood

Fred Upton
Johnny Isakson
David Vitter
Ralph Regula
Tom Campbell
Terry Everett
CIiff Stearns
Bob Goodlatte
Cass Ballenger
Billy Tauzin
Buck McKeon

Bob Riley
Jim Nussle
Roy Blunt
David Dreier
Ciro Rodriguez
Robin Hayes
Steve Chabot
Dan Miller
Dave Camp
Pat Toomey
Judy Biggert

Bud Cramer
Jim McCrery
Joe Baca

Jim Ramstad
Heather Wilson
Brad Sherman

Ken Calvert
Lamar Smith
Duncan Hunter
Joe Skeen

Joe Knollenberg
Bart Gordon
Norman Sisisky
John Mica

Tom Petri

Dana Rohrabacher

Jim Sensenbrenner
Howard Coble
Chris Cox

Nathan Deal

John Linder

Bill Thomas

Mike Oxley

Joe Barton

Bud Shuster

Duke Cunningham
Herbert Bateman

John Cooksey
Roger Wicker
Rodney Frelinghuysen
John Hansen

John Sununu

Ray LaHood
George Radanovich
Mary Bono

John Shimkus
Ronnie Shows
Kenny Hulsof

John Duncan

Elton Gallegly

Clay Shaw

Bob Stump

Dave Weldon
Spencer Bachus - 167



